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BPwWacnol NEICC . 
279A-WF-222936-1T {TF} case tite: 2 INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 
nd MATTERS 
1179 
11/30/2005 
Full Investigation 
10/15/2001 
1179 Type: FD302 
B7C 
11/30/2005 
SN 
11/30/2005 
was advised of the bé6 
identity of the_Supervisory Special Agent (SSA) and the nature of b7C 
the interview. was interviewed in the presence of the bD7D 
b6 
b7Cc 
b6 
b7C 
met from the United _States and an b6 
unknown individual in the late 1980s. described the unknown 
individual as being white male and having a large build. b7C 
also traveled to South 
wen unting. 
began his biology program during the period of 
cillus anthracis (BA) was one of the first organisms D6 
that egan to study due to BA being endemic in the area and 
scientists in the area were familiar with working with BA. A b7Cc 


veterinarian diagnostic laboratory was also located near Pretoria, 
and BA was worked on at the diagnostic laboratory. In the 1980s, 
the United States had an Air Force Colonel stationed at the 
diagnostic laboratory on a two year rotation basis. The Colonel 
was stationed at the Institute of Onderstepoort which is the name 
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of the veterinarian diagnostic laboratory. The Institute of 
Onderstepoort is located on the grounds of the University of 
Pretoria. South Africa and the United States had an information 
exchange program which the United States Air Force managed from the 
1970s through 1986. 
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Project Coast. maintained 74 strains of BA, including the 


n. btained some of the BA strains. 
eceived some of the BA from_the Southwest Research 
Institute in the United States where once worked. The 


Ames strain was stolen for Project Coas y an individual who 
worked in a military laboratory in France. The individual r 
to and stole the Ames from the French laboratory for 

could not immediat 11 the name of the individual who 
stole e Ames strain and would _ try to get the name of the 
individual for the interviewing Ag however, did not 
use the Ames strain for production felt that the Ames 
Strain of anthrax was only a mild strain in terms of virulence, and 
that strains endemic to southern Africa were much more_suited for 
production due an enhanced virulence compared to Ames 
chose a strain of BA from Botswana for large scale producfion. As 
proof of the relatively mild virulence of anes [J states that 
only a few people died from the mailings in the United States in 
2001; if a high j t strain was mailed, many more people 
would have died. also knew that the Iraqis were not 
responsible for the 2001 BA mailings; the Iraqis would have used a 
much more virulent strain of BA than the Ames strain and more 
deaths would also have resulted, 


All biological materials, as well as chemical materials 

were destroyed when Project Coast was terminated, including all 74 
strains of BA. All items were destroyed so that the items would 

not end up in the hands of the new South African government. All 
items were dropped into the Atlantic Ocean. Many of the 
biologicals items were placed in bombs with altimeter triggers and 
the bombs exploded 50 feet over the Ocean surface and dispersed the 
biologicals over the water, 


At the time of Project Coast's termination[___Jhad not 

yet achieved loading virulent BA into weapons, and only simulant 
was loaded into munitions for testing. The simulant was the clay- 
like substance Kaolin. Kaolin, a South African material, was 
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originally developed for use by the Swiss and the technology was 
given to Iraq. The Iraqis used a Kaolin derivative, and Lhe 
derivative adsorbed the dried BA spores, Project Coast also used 
the Kaolin technology. Dried BA spores were combined with a 
substance termed congena (sp}. The congena assisted the binding of 
the BA spores to the kaolin. A separate company, Delta G, obtained 
congena and the Kaolin technology from Iraq. 


At the time of Project Coast's termination[ Jas 

producing BA by fermentation in a 150 liter fermentor in a pilot 
production plant. The BA strain used in the pilot plant production 
was a highly virulent strain from Botswana. The exact protocol 
used to grow the BA was not shared with anyone outside Project 
Coast. The spores were purified by water washing in the presence 
of a preservative. Due to the fact roduction was only a 


part of Proj "gcfforts, an had 150 individuals 
reporting to did not know any more details of the 
procedures an rotocols used to produce the BA.~ ido 


the BA progran[_—]nowever, could provide details of 
the BA production methods. 
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The CD was given Nelson Mendela and 
have a copy. As far as new the only way to get a copy of 
the Project Coast CD was from the current President of South 
Africa. 


An individual who may have information on the number and 
types of BA strains that were possessed in South Africa 9 
as well as the BAS current location is 


maintained a 





list of BA reference strains. 


The Institute of Onderstepoort which functioned as a 

public health resource in Pretoria also had a BA reference 
collection and the collection included the Ames strain. 
Onderstepoort is now in the process of being shut down by the 
current South African government and all resources at Onderstepoort 
are being transferred to the Medical University of Southern Africa 
(MedUnSA) in Pretoria. did not know if the BA reference 
collection at Onderstepoort was being saved or being transferred to 
MedUnSA. 


In addition to South Africa having the Ames strain of BA, 
France, Israel, Russia, Iraq and the United States possessed the 
Ames strain of BA. 


EES 5 records at a military laboratory in Israel] 

ucts. of Tel Aviv which listed the Ames strain and the list was 

part of a joint program, ARMSCOR, between Israel and South Africa. 
also saw the Ames strain listed in records in 


Russla. ived in Russia for 7-8 months and visited Russian 
laboratories during the 7-8 months. Also with in Russia was 





A KGB Colonel maintained the list of BA strains, but 
1d not know the Colonel's name, would know the KGB 
Colonel's name. [7 Jis currently living in the Pretoria area. 


lraq also pog 55 the Ames strain and bought the Ames 
from Russia. was 1n Iraq and saw Ames listed. The list did 
not state “Ames", but was in code and new the code. Irag 


used a strain of BA obtained from Russia for production due to the 
Russian styajn! igh level of virulence. During the period of 
1984-1985, went to a base outside of Fallujah, Iraq. At the 
base et Gerald Bull, a mathematician who developed the 155 
mm artillary projectile. Bull sold the 155 mm technology to South 
Africa. South Africa improved on Bull's design with Buil's help by 
removing the "base bleed", or vacuum problem in the base of the 155 
mm projectile. Bull attempted to sell the base bleed technology to 
Iraq, but he did not have complete access to this new technology 
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and therefore was unable_to complete the sale. Bull was later 
killed in Brussels, and believed that Iraq was responsible 
for Bull's death. 







was associated 
alntalined a house in 
had several talents and 


Se not a part of, or involved in any 

Wi rojyect Coast. The only involvement, if any that Lay 
have had with the former South African government was performing 
mandatory National Service, but did not know From 
ee or had heard of equated 


with wno[-___] considered a fraud and a scam. 
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